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health care facilities with very serious
problems being told: We don’t have the
money to refer you.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent for 1 additional minute.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. DORGAN. The tribal chairman
for the Three Affiliated Tribes in North
Dakota says: Everybody up there on
the reservation understands, don’t get
sick after June. Just don’t get sick
after June because the money has run
out on contract health services. If you
get sick after June, there is no money.
They are not going to send you to a
hospital. Or if you go to the hospital,
the hospital will charge back to you
because they won’t get the money from
the Indian Health Service. It will ruin
your credit, and you will have to file
for bankruptcy. But don’t get sick
after June because the money won’t be
there.

What kind of message is that to the
American people, especially the most
vulnerable in our society? These res-
ervations are where there is substan-
tial poverty, great difficulty.

I have not mentioned methamphet-
amine. We have had hearings about
that. It is unbelievable what is hap-
pening with respect to these reserva-
tions and health care, and yet somehow
there is no urgency here.

Senator MCCAIN and I are asking for
a little cooperation from the adminis-
tration and some cooperation here in
the Senate to move this bill.

We had a witness just the other day
at a hearing about methamphetamine
on reservations. Methamphetamine is a
scourge all across this country.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent for 2 additional minutes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. DORGAN. One of the witnesses at
that hearing on methamphetamine on
reservations, who is the chairperson of
an Indian tribe, lives on a rural res-
ervation with 13,000 Native Americans
who live on that reservation. She told
us that one-half of the babies who have
been born to tribal members on that
reservation—one-half of the babies—
have tested positive for alcohol or
drugs, including methamphetamine.
Think of that.

I was in a hospital one day when they
showed me a young baby that was born
with a .12 blood alcohol content lying
in the nursery. This baby was born
with a .12 blood alcohol content, and
the mother was down the hall and re-
fused to see the baby because she did
not want the baby. She checked into
the hospital dead drunk.

The fact is, we have serious problems
with methamphetamine and substance
abuse and teenage suicide, and all of
these issues, and we have a health care
system on Indian reservations that is a
rationing system. When the chairman
of the tribe in my State says, ‘‘All the
Indians know: don’t get sick after June
because the money is not there under
contract health to help you,” that is a
serious problem.
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All T am asking for and all Senator
MCcCAIN is asking for is a little help and
a little cooperation from the adminis-
tration and, yes, from our colleagues to
move this legislation called the Indian
Health Care Improvement Act. It is the
right thing for this country to do. Mr.
President, I see the chairman of the
committee is here, and I will, at this
point, yield the floor.

I do have an amendment I wish to
offer on the Defense authorization bill
today, and I am available to do that
when it is convenient. But the chair-
man and ranking Member are here, so
at this point I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Virginia.

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I was
much taken by the remarks of the Sen-
ator from North Dakota. I have great
respect for the Senator from North Da-
kota. I tell you, you do a lot of home-
work. You do a lot of independent
work. And while I do not have the ex-
pertise with regard to the reservations
that you have, any of us listening to
your comments would immediately
come to the conclusion that we better
step in to help. And I say to the Sen-
ator, you can count on me when the
time comes. I think that matter should
be addressed as quickly as we can by
the Senate.

I thank the Senator.

————————

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.

————

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2007

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of S. 2766, which
the clerk will report.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A Dbill (S. 2766) to authorize appropriations
for fiscal year 2007 for military activities of
the Department of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of the
Department of Energy, to prescribe per-
sonnel strengths for such fiscal year for the
Armed Forces, and for other purposes.

Pending:

McCain amendment No. 4241, to name the
Act after John Warner, a Senator from Vir-
ginia.

Nelson (FL)/Menendez amendment No. 4265,
to express the sense of Congress that the
Government of Iraq should not grant am-
nesty to persons known to have attacked,
killed, or wounded members of the Armed
Forces of the United States.

McConnell amendment No. 4272, to com-
mend the Iraqi Government for affirming its
positions of no amnesty for terrorists who
have attacked U.S. forces.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Virginia.

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I say to
my distinguished ranking member, I
think at this time it would be appro-
priate if the Senator wishes to bring up
his amendment.
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We are in business, I say to my col-
leagues wherever they are, for purposes
of amendments. The Senator from
Michigan and I will be here for some
period of time in hopes of processing
amendments.

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I thank
the Senator from North Dakota. He
covered such a wide range of issues
with such depth and integrity that is
really quite extraordinary. We are
ready for his amendment. I think he is
prepared to proceed with the amend-
ment. We look forward to hearing from
him on that matter.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from North Dakota.

AMENDMENT NO. 4292

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I send
an amendment to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, the pending amendments are
set aside.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

The Senator from North Dakota [Mr. DOR-
GAN], for himself, Mr. DURBIN, and Mr. HAR-
KIN, proposes an amendment numbered 4292.

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that reading of the
amendment be dispensed with.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

(The amendment is printed in today’s
RECORD under ‘“‘Text of Amendments.’’)

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, first of
all, I thank the Senator from Virginia
for his kind comments. He did not say
he welcomed my amendment because
he probably knows that this amend-
ment is one which we have dealt with
before. But I feel so strongly the need
to continue to offer the amendment, if
only by voice vote, which says what is
going on I think is dreadfully wrong
and needs to be corrected. I know the
Senator from Virginia and the Senator
from Michigan are legislators with
goodwill and good skills. I hope they
will join with me as I once again de-
scribe the issues of contracting that
exist because we are spending so much
money in such a hurry that there is
waste, fraud, and abuse which simply
cannot be addressed in the regular
order.

I believe this amendment is once
again a proposal whereby there was a
Truman-type committee, the type that
existed when Harry Truman served in
the Senate, a Democratic Senate then,
with a Democrat in the White House.
Harry Truman, I am sure, caused some
real angst at the White House by say-
ing: I think there needs to be a special
bipartisan committee established to
take a look at waste, fraud, and abuse
in military contracting. He traveled all
across this country to military instal-
lations to meet with contractors. His
committee unearthed a substantial
amount of waste.

I offer it again, as I have offered it on
previous occasions. I understand I have
not been successful, but I offer it again
only because I don’t think the problem
has abated. I think the problem still
exists.
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